Tenba Ridge Winery Wins Awards in 2011 Wisconsin State Fair Wine Commercial Wine Competition

Tenba Ridge Winery won 3 Gold and 1 Silver medal at the inaugural 2011 Wisconsin State Fair Professional Wine Competition in Milwaukee.  The competition evaluated over 100 wines from 24 Wisconsin wineries.

“The wines were great” said Paul Gospodarczyk, lead judge. “It wasn’t that they were only impressive by ‘Wisconsin’ or ‘Midwest” standards, they were excellent by any standard and that says something about the level of wines Wisconsin wineries are producing.”
Tenba Ridge won gold medals for its elderberry apple, raspberry apple and cherry apple and collected a silver for its plum apple. 
Gospodarczyk, a Certified Sommelier, was one of three judges in the competition.  He was accompanied by Thomas Payette who is a consulting winemaker based in Virginia and a columnist for Vineyard and Winery Management Magazine. The final team member was Sonoma vineyard owner Dr. Valery Uhl who is the Director for the ‘North of the Gate’ Wine Competition, CA, and an avid fan of the Midwest wine industry. She stated, “West Coast wineries beware! The Wisconsin State Fair Wine Competition not only has stunning wines but is one of the best run wine competitions I have ever had the pleasure of judging. The grape growers of Wisconsin know which cold hardy grape varietals grow well here and cultivate outstanding fruit, and the winemakers transform the fruit into high quality wines that pair well with food or are delicious on their own.”
The backroom coordinator for the event was Wisconsin native Becky Rochester who also works as the Grape Marketing Coordinator for the Wisconsin Grape Growers Association. She says, “The Wisconsin wine industry is booming. The state has over 70 wineries and there are quite a few who are in the process of opening up in the next year or two. This competition is the perfect addition to the current cheese, butter and meat competitions that the Wisconsin State Fair currently holds.”

